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Warm - calm seas but big swells, scattered clouds j light wind. 


1100 - commenced observations 
1117 - jaeger sp. 1 SE 
128 - black-footed albatross 
frigate 9 


1129 - brown booby Im. 

1131 - frigate 

1155 - black-footed albatross 
1216 - ** 


3230 - 
1235 - 

1237 - 

1238 - 
1241 - 
1241 r 
12 56 - 


wedge -tail 

brown booby (l ad, 1 imm) 
wedge-tail (iram) 
black -footed albatross 
pomarine jaeger 


frigate ? 


P 




rine jaeger 


1259 - 




ft 


1315 - 


ft 


ft 


1319 * 


n 


« 


1324 - black' footed albatross 


1531 - pomarine jaeger 

1336 - V " 

1357 - black-footed albatross 
1359 - pomarine jaeger 
1404 - black-footed albatross 


2 SW 
1 SW 

1 9 

1 E 

2 

3 SE 

1 N 

2 

1 (see later summary) 

3 

1 SE 

1 ' ’ ■ • 

2 E 

1 m " 

1 w - 

1 w 

1 HW - following ship 

1 

2 
1 

1 HW 

4 
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l4l2 - wedgeta IX ? 


l4l2 - 

1427 - 

•f **' ' 

1428 — 

1430 - 


black-footed albatross 

I 

wedgeta il 


1 (see later summary) 


»• 


n 


ft 


tt 


it 


tt 


n 


tt 


2 NW 


1438 - pomarlne jaeger , 

i 

1448 - bottle-noesed dolphine (David Acr) - 110 counted, 200 eet. 

first northwest then south. All black - constantly jumping out 
of water straight up, coming down sharpe ly on abdomen. 


1453 - Pomarine jaeger 2 

// 

1514 - masked booby 1 
1514 - Wedgeta il 1" — 


HE 


— prob. same bird (see summary) 


black-footed albatrosses 8 following ship 




circling 


black-footed albatrosses 7 following ship 
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..if 

/* 


f 


poraarine jaegers 
wedgeta il 


5 

4 


It 


ft 


tt 


tt 


/A 


l600 - black-footed albatross - 1 - collected on land line 
1619 - wedgeta il (see summary later) E" 


1630 - Poaarlne jaeger 3 

1648 - Following birds on water or in a lx off fantail 
Pomrine jaeger - 6 
Shearwater (wedgeta il) - 5 
Black-footed Albatrosses - 13 
1700 - Wedgeta il 13 - sitting and circling stem. 

1703 - p amarine jaeger 8 


5 
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1708 - Pomarine Jaeger 4 

1755 - black-footed r ab la trees - caught on hook and line. 

banded 737-^5001 20° 48' N - 158° 52’ ¥ 

l 800 - flock of birds has been around fantail for some time. 

Observations made from here: 

Maximum number at 1 time: 

Black-footed albatross - 12 (+2 collect®!) 

Pomarine Jaeger - 12 

/, 

/ r - ' ' - - . -C - 

// 

Sj 

/ Wedge-tailed Shearwater (iram.?) - 7 

// / 

/• •' // t . 

TJiese Wedge-tails were apparently limnatures and are the same that 

It 

we were calline "New Zealand ? We saw pink feet and legs (1 was 

Jj 

J * 

banned W K) and Wedge-tails. Hie wing coverts and back feathers have 

* f 
■ 

li/ght edges and this gave the strongly contrasted upper parts which we 

/ 

Jiiad called New Zealand ? (We saw some birds within 50 feet). Hie Albatross 
and jaegers collected at garbage - Wedgetails were also attracted (by 
other birds?) but did not all light near or apparently feed on garbage. 

1829 - secured bird watch. 

V 

* 

Three albatroeeee were caught on hand line. Hie birds flew into 
the line tnagled It around a wing and were then pulled aboard the ship. 
They did not take the bait offered. Released bird flew (apparently) 0. K. 
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(20° 48.5* N - 158° 52* W) Specimens 


1 of 1 


k 


Diomedea nigripe8“ -FK0435 • Captured by Bob Fleet with a hand line from 
YAG 39 si 1773* 9 - ovary 30b lk am} 1. ova - 15 mm. weight 6 lbs. 

(about 2100 gras), data by Bara t ley shin by Ely. Heavy fat. 

Soft parts colors - iris dark browaj legs black} bill light brown, 
black at base and boohs grayish black. Gape pink in middle, blue at 
edges and toward throat. 

Molt - fresh plumage. 


1 (20° 56* H - 158° 33* W) 

Diomedea nigripes FH043k. Captured by Bob Fleet with a hand line 


from YAG 39 at loOO. <f testes 26 X 17 mm. weight 7 lbs (about 3200 gm.) 
heavy fat. data and skin by Bratley. 

Soft part color s - iris dark brown; legs black; bill light brown, 
black at base and hooks gray black, gape pink in middle, blue at 
edges and toward throat. 

Molt - fresh plumage. 



December 


1 of 2 


Day was warm with very little wind - from partly cloudy to clear 
with deep swells but almost no waves. 


0630 - observations began. 

0636 - black - footed ablatross 2 - following ship 

064k - Sooty Tern 1 - 3 

06k8 - Wedge tail 3 following astern 

0652 - frigate 1 E 

070 k - wed gets i Is 5 


fallwing astern 
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^ •»* 

0710 - vedgetalls 
0722 vedgetail 
0729 - Sooty Tern 
Fairy Tern 
Wedgeta il 
07^1 - Sooty Tern 
07^5 - Wedgeta 11 
0753 * Wedgeta il 
0758 - Sooty Team 

0758 - White Tern 

Shearwater 

0759 - Viedgetail 
0804 - White tern 
0812 - Wedgetail 



1 ' 

1 Feeding in large school (300 yards x 

/ 

1 200 yards) of fish 5 -8" - not flying fish 

2 however. 

2 HE 

1 

2 : E : • : i , • 

2 H 

2 N - diving 

2 

x m 

1 H 
IN 


0825 - 

0827 — 

0831 - 

O855 


it 

f> 


1 HE 

2 S 


K 

White terns 
Sooty Tern 
Wedgeta 11s 
Large booby 


1 HE 

12 \ 

i 





actively feeding flock with much 
diving. 


0842 - Shearwater - 1 SE 

0844 - Wedge tail - 2 SW 

0846 - Black-footed Albatross - 1 SE 


Now total of three at f ant a 11 
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0852 - wedgetatl - 1 


6 


0855 - 1 

097 - Sooty Tern 1 S 

0915 - Frigate (Iran. ) 1 HE 

0930 Sooty Tern 14 

i 

White Tern 1 

V 

Brown Bodby (ad.) 1 HE 

Frigate (i ran.) 1 

Wedgetail - 8 

0935 + ~ Black-footed Albatross 1 


Feeding flock, actively diving 
Sav fish Jumping but no flying 


fish seen. 


Momentarily Joined flock. 


09414- - Sooty “tern 1 HE 
0958 - Harcourt’s St arm Petrel 1 
1009 - ■ " * * 2 


S? Just off bcw 
SW flying off port 100-300 
yards with ship. 


1010 - Wedgetail - 2 
1021 Wedgetail 1 
1036 - How only 1 

1039 - " " 2 

1101 - White Tern 
1101 - Wedgetail - 


Albatross off fantaii 

n n « 

5 SE 

1 HE 


115 - Horw three Albatross at fantaii 


1205 - White-tailed Tropicbird - 1 SE 


1218 - Wedgetail 2 S 

1235 - Black-footed Albatross captured on hand line and banded 

737-45002. 20° 05* N - l6l° 57* W 
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1500 - Red-tailed Tropicbird 

15^1 - Shearwater 

1355 - Japanese White Eye ? 

14-13 - White-necked Petrel 

14-25 Booby sp. ? 1 


1 

1 

42 

1 


HE 

Se 

S 

w 


7 


Pterodroma sp . 1 

S 

Wedge-tail 1 \ 

"* v 

loose flock? 

Black-footed Albatross 1 

1449 - Bonin Petrel 1 HE 

1450 " " 1 HE 

1513- Red-footed (?) Booby 1 H 
1522 - Wedge- tail 1 H 

1545 - Japanese white eye IS- Heard call - circled ship twice 

at close range, once flying over low. 

1635 - Black-footed Albatross - 2 off fantall 

1650 - Hone seen off fantall 

lo52 - Red -footed Booby - 1 S¥ (lam) 



1700 - Black-footed Albatross 1 SW 
1712 - Wedgetail - 1 SW 

1715 - Red-footed Booby - 1 SW ( probably same bird for an hour - see later) 

1722 - White-necked Petrel - 1 HE 

1725 - Wedgetail 1 SW 

1756 - Wedgetail 1 SW 

1736 - Pterodroma sp. 1 

JE around fantall 

Wedgetail 1 

» y 


% 





01 *1 03?* 3L&S A » ^ 

Tftn'fl'iiT n i 'I , li^ij 

* t » • , ; 

17*5 - Wedgetail - 5 

17*6 - Red -footed Booby - 1 probably same as 171 ; 


t i 


* t 


1801 - Bonin Petrel 


FE 


1801 - Shearwater / Petrel 1 H 


Wedgetail 
1823 - Shearwater 


2 H 


1 SE 


yards 


X? 


1824 > Harcourt • s Storm Petrel 1 HE - 20-3 

/'j 

R^~foafc@ti Booby 1 SW (see later) 

1833 - Wedgetail 1 HE 

- Bed-footed Booby 1 HE 
« Secured bird watch. 

It has been very difficult today to determine the actual number 


13 k/6 

I 


/ f ■ 


7 

/ 


k 


of birds seen. Fee* example from 1 to 3 Albatrosses were near the ship 
most of the day yet I have no idea how many birds were actually 
represented . The evening Red-footed Booby records probably all refer 
to the same bird. It was kept in sight for many minutes at a time. 

Even the Wedgetails seemed to follow the ship more frequently and more 

• i . ■ 

consistently than usual. We wonder whether the presence of the albatrosses 


m 


perhaps 


/ u 


the to remain mar the ship. The wedgetails were again "immature" birds- 

' • r 

; £ 3 - 

j W,, : , ’ 

contrastingly marked on the back - a@ain we saw both typical wedgetail 

/ $ 

fl «f and our so called "practice flights" . Most birds flopped more 
thapf usual and often with a very light wing tip (almost a flutter). 

zr 

y 

bird was seen soaring at least 50 ft. above the waterwith albatrosses. 


X. 


Ho "real adults" observed yet. 


■j 


y 


/ 


/ 
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Bob and Warren were told by Captain HOT to collect today because 
he didn't vat to- stop. EGA - Pearl - nov* 1550 on 18th. 

Weather * Warm too hot with little wind - deep swells but very few waves. 
Partly cauldy to clear. Slight Increase In wind near dusk. 

0(30 - Observations began - too dark to see birds. 

0 * 

06k"( - Sooty Tern 1 ? heard calling near ship 
0755 - Bed-footed Booby - 1 W. (ima.) 

0750 - Japanese White eye - two on ship (collected) - according to one 
of the chiefs these birds cause aboard last night Just before dusk (0750t) 
0844 - Bed-footed Booby - 1 HE 
1008 - Red-tailed Tropicbird 1 EHE 

1018 - Whale - 1 - 100 yards to starboard - 20 feet blow (currier). 

1028 - Bed-footed Booby - IS 

/ 

1105 White -necked Petrel - 1 SE 
1110 * l Petrel/shearwater 1 SE 


1125 - 1 Wedgsrtall 1 
1147 - Dark Petrel ar/ shearwater 1 SE 


1206 Brown Booby - WSW (imm.) 
1322 - Harcourt’a Storm Petrel 


1448 


fl 


ir 


§1 s 


' 5 
> / 


tf 


tf 


tf 


.1 


Pterodrom (?) 


/ 




1535 i Ha4court's Storm Petrel 


tf 

\ 




wsw 


m 


% 

■p 




1 

1 HE 


Petrel sp? or storm petrel ? or shearwater ? 


SE 


Low over water - 300 yards across bow - well seen - small - storm 


petrel size but with thin tern- like pointed wings - body dark? Underwing 
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December 5, 1963 XO 
vhite with black edges like Bonin Island Petrel erratic fast wing beats 
like a chimney swift, interpsersed with level glides - didn’t look lake 
Bonin Island Petrel wings held stiffer than stcanr petrel - dorsal 



didn’t see bird « Warren not? thinks it as Audubon Shearwater. 

1623 - ifeale » 1 - 2000 yards starboard - broke surface twice (currier). 



1 SE 


r/2k - Wedgetail - 1 SE 
1728 - ” 1 SE 


1830 - Secured bird watch. . 

Were told today that we could shoot and even use whaleboat. 


(19° hV - 162° k3» W) 


SPECIE 


Zoster ops japonica FBfOii-36 Captured alive on desk of yag 39 by Warren 
King at 07 30. Had apparently come aboard with No. C&37 previous evening 


about 1730. 9, ovary 2x2 irsra. , no ova visible, weight 9 gms. 

moderate fat. skull partly ossified, data and skin by Ely. 

Soft part colors - eye pale yellow grays toes and tarsus -dark 

grayj upper inedible black: lower mandible black at tip, remainder gray. 

Molt - fresh plumage. 

(19° hi* N - 162° hy w) 

Zoster ops japonica EN0437 Captured alive on deck of YAG 39 by Warren 

King at 0730* Had apparently cosae aboard with No. 0^36 previous evening 

. ** 

about 1730. cf, testes minute, weight 9 gras moderate fat. skull partly 
ossified, data and skin by Ely. 

Soft part colors - eye pale yellow-gray: toes and tarsus dark gray; 
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toes and tarsus dark gray; upper mandible black; lower mandible black 


at tip, remainder gray. 


HOLT — Fresh plumage. 

/s/oPl 

7 y Rained during night and still raining at dawn. Ship in showers 
most of day often for long periods of time - partly cloudy to completely 


roughest 


we've had on any YAG trip. 

0700 - watch started - rain and heavy overcast. 


0727 - Bonin Island Petrel 2 EKE 


Shearwater/petrel 


Hot actively feeding just milling 
about. One bonin petrel with more 


Harcourt’a Storm Petrel 1 EKE black in wing than usual. 


ft ;• 
//' ■ 


0885 / Laysan Albatross 1 SS 

f \ 

- White-necked Petrel 1 


around fantall several times 


/ 

r 



-a 


09X3 - Wedgatail 


// 


71 



- Wedgetail 
Red-footed Booby 


0925 - Wedgetail 


2 

8 

1 

2 


0926 - White-necked Petrel 2 


ESE 

WHW 

WSW 

WHW 

WHW 


0932 - Bonin Island Petrel 1 ESE 

0 33 Harcourt's Storm Petrel 1 EKE (atypical; more petrel-like flight) 
1057 - White-necked Petrel 1 ; 

1100 - Bonin Island Petrel 1 

1110 - Bonin Island Petrel 1 HHW 


1111 - Brown Booby 
llk3 - Frigate 


1 EKE 

2 







n- 


/ 


V 


Charles A. Ely" 

December 5 

• 

7 

- Rad -tailed Tropicbixd 

1 ME 

1200 - rain started again 


1215 - Red -footed Booby 

1 HW 

Seabird fip« ? 

1 ? 

1217 - Petrel-sliearwater 

1 E 

1221 - Wedgetail (irn.) 

1 HEW 

1253 - shearwater ? 

1 BE 

1253 - Tropiebird sp.? 

Ju DxL> 

1253 - Petrel ? : - 1 

- l si: 

1335 - Sooty Shearwater ? 

1 s 

-134o - frigate 

i 

1425 - Sooty Tern 

20+ 

, Red-footed booby 

/ 

/ 

/ Booby sp , 

1 

sw 

4+ 


12 


rain heavier 


against light _ cou1da * t see wing linings 


/ 


/' 


petrels 100+ 


flock spread out over 
at least l/2 mile; large 
"'black” fish swimming 
in midst of flock area. 


/ 

/ 


* 


/ 


fi 


Im 


■!/ 

% 


) 


flock seen from distance - probably more petrels than shearwaters. 
152? - Harcourt's Storm Peyrel - l t A ' 

Whh - Bonin Island Petrel - 1 

5 ;v. - f ' - 

. 4 - ■ - 

flock - Sooty Tern 6 

, Shearwater-Petrel 4 

Red-footed Booby 30 (both adult and Immature ) 

j£- f ^ ' _ >• ' i 

/ - , ' ' , * ' ■ . J 

-footed (?) Booby - 2 


seme active feeding 


N 


-if 


/ 


'J*/ 

A'\ > 


- Bonin Island Petrel - 1 
1702 - Red-footed (?) Booby - 6 N 
1710 - Frigate 9 1 HW 


(2 iiam.j 4 adults) 


1715 - Red -footed Booby 


35+ in heavy rain squall, probably 
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Deceiver b, 19^5 

flock 
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1719 - Red-footed Booby 1 H 

1719 - Bonin Island Petrel 1 N 

1725 - Durk-rumped petrel IN on HO 

& 

1840 - Sooty Stern Petrel ? 1 SSE veil seen and no white rumps noted 

I think this sp. can) 

\ 

l8ho - Storm Petrel sp ? 1 SSE 

I 8 V 7 - Harcourt ’ s Storm Petrel - 2 SEE - eat in HgO off bow. 

1853 ** Secured bird watch. 

Dec ember 7 , 1963 

Rartly couldy - waves lower but white-capped part of day. Hot and 

light - moderate winds. Reached grid on OhOO, still there 0500. 

Co50 - began observations 

0750 - white-tailed tropicblrd - 1 HE 

0800 - started plankton sample 

0807 - Wedgetail - 1 E 


O 85 O - secured plankton detail 

0816 *■ White-tailed tropicblrd - 1 N 

Tropicblrd - 2 HE 

HE 


/, 

// 


■ 

f Wedgetail - 1 


Jf 


- Harcourt* s Storm Petrel - 1 W 

Jr 

12^5 - Red-tailed Tropicblrd 1 W 

/ 

3^2iK) - Wedgetail 1 HW 

- Red -tailed Tropicblrd - 2 SW 


lW-2 


If 


If 


It 


2 collected (probably some birds). 
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Ik 


1620 «*. resumed course after recovery of birds. 
170?' - liar court * 3 Storm Petrel 1 


/ 


1345 - Wedgetail - 1 


SE 


secured bird watch. 




• » ?* ♦ 


• s- . 


tiav&ry * 


two birds was a circus. The bridge was not ready 


with smoke flares so threw a life ring and had a "man overboard drill." 


After the visual 59 sees of launching the whaleboat starter was imperative. 


After a considerable tine during which its a miracle s 


mm* 


one wasn’t 


- :• j ; . 

Injured the whaleboat was recovered and a ship-board recovery was attempted 

» ' • ! ' , 

One bird was recovered "fairly" quickly but the second was missed (by 


ship) on two straight passes then recovered on the third. Terrible 
navigating (Vanderwagon Dries on) - even ■fee Captain was upset. The 

elapsed time is proof of a very sloppy recovery - 1 hour and 58 minutes 
for birds dropped within 50 yards of each other. Will the whale boat 

' • t : ,, • ; t y ! I V /*'" X ' 

motor be fixed?? 

(15° 26* H - 170° 08» W) 

P haethon ru brlcauda - FK0438 collected by Bob Fleet at 1442 from 
TAG 59- Female - ovary 16 by 11 am. large ovum 5 by 3 a®., weight ^gms. 
heavy fat. Flyint with No. 0439. Data by Brat ley and Ely, skin by 

Bratley. 

Soft part colors - bill red - orange j black around naresj distal 2/3 foot 


black, rttmu inder of foot and leg blue-white. 

Molt - wings fresh, tail: 1 news 2/- old, left - 2/3 length 5 3-6 old, 
7 - ''new., ll/2 length* little body molt. 

(13° 26* N - 170° 08* W) 


Ph aethon rubrlcauda - 2110439 Collected by Bob Fleet at 1442 from 

• «K "H ■ ■ » « #> w— --- i ».«»>iiiio » - •in •umu tint 

YAG 39- Male - testes 6x2 ram. weight 650 gras. Heavy fat. Data by Fleet 

/ 

4 

and Ely, skin by Ely. 



UI ittjrJUM a* 

December 7 


15 


t *r 

S2£t £*£& SSiSE*— (7 h0, ura a^er death) - hill dusky orange, -brighter 
orange at base, and lower edge of lover mandible, nares black with 
dusky streak extending to tip. gape flesh, tarsus and 1/5 base of 
toes bluish-white; rest of toes and web black. 


T y 


*5 


—Primaries - 1. - starting to break sheath, 1 2 - 6 - new, I7 - 
l/2 length: lg-10 old. Right wing - same pattern. Tail -1-1, 

2,4 - new; 3, 5, 6 - old, 7 - 2 in. out of sheath, a 1, 2, 3, 7 - new; 

o - 3 A full length; 3 - 5 - old. Secondary I5 - just breaking sheath- 
rest new. Moderate, general body molt. 

December 8-1963 


V 


Warm ~ moderate winds, fairly calm seas (or few white caps - few 
scattered ehovrrs . 

captain admitted cutting corners.? on the grid last night# 
check fix tonight to see how much . 

0700 -/observations began 


:- v / r 


* - % 


i i 1 ! 




>" 




0753 .** 1 stopped fear plankton sample 
O826 - Red-tailed ! Tropicbird - 1 HE 

?<#*' - : t -• ' _ : . . ' 

0837 \~ resumed course from plankton sample 

- Pte rodrcma sp. 1 W 

- Red -tailed Tropicbird - 1 HE 

0955 - Ptero droaa sp. l HW 


1100 - Wedgetail 1 H¥ 

12^-0 - Red-tailed Tropicbird 1 


1329 - seabird sp 3 


1337 - Pfcerodrama sp. l e 



\ 


Ckar3.eS A . Ely 
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1350 - Fairy Tom 1 


1 6 

s could have been Uedge-tailed Tropicbird 


1^10 - Red-bailed Tropicbird 1 


1458 - 


tf 




ICE 


1628 - Harcourfc's Storm Petrel 
1657 - Masked Booby 
1710 - Layean Albatross 1 


1710 - Masked Booby 
1852 - Wed seta il 


1 

X 


2 

1 HE 

HE 

SW 


HE 


Coll. 


5 


' I 


- Bird witch secured 

■ 

* 

IV ' . y;- 


Utfs&n Albatross 1710 *-"Not positive but I think I saw a strongly 


hooked beak. Black tail, wings, and back; rump white and head white 

white below. Flew low to II o 0 with few wing beats. Joined by masks* 

£* * 

booby (Iran.) but too far out by that time." CAE. 


(13° 4l.0* IT - 171° 00.0 W) 


o 


JS®V*0 



collected by Bob Fleet from XAG 39 
r 5 mm.; weif#it 189 k gm. heavy fat. 


Bata by King; skin by 


4 m. > 


(graylgh- 


fading to gray (dark cae) at base, gular, flesh around eye and base of 

i * •’ . 

7 • J; J ■ 

bill dark gray, gape gray, legs and feet gray. 

Halt -*ving feathers new; tall - lg old; Ag - l/2 full length 



s 


/ / 

/ amount of body molt 

l % 


/ 


* 

f 


) 


1 1 


I ! 

/ \ 


/ 

/: 


" 


VA L 

. h 


■ ; 
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Clear to party cloudy. Warm to hct . Wind to 1> Imots . Lav 
seas and few whitecaps most of day. Gold front moving In fron Northwest 

about dusk. 


0715 * Observations began 
0756 - Plankton detail 
0811 - Masked Bobby ( Imature ) 
O859 - Plankton detail secured 


0845 - White -necked Bstrel 

0911 - Masked Booby (immature ) 1 HW In are 30 min. and starboo.ru ana s oern 


0953 Red -tailed Trcpicbird 



1000 - White-necked Petrel 1 EE 

Wedgetail ? I®® 

1015 - White-necked Petrel 1 SE. , 



1027 


W " n L HE 

Masked Booby (Immature ) 


1 HW 


1034 - Bonin Island Petrel 

1040 - White -necked Petrel 1 3W 


1059 - Wedge-hail 1 

1101 r> Bonin Island Petrel 
1110 - Shearwater - Petrel 


HE 
1 HE 
1 SW 


1127 - Shearwater -Petrel 


1 sw 


1127 - Shearwater-Petrel 1 ®» 

1132 - Changed course to SW 

1149 - 1 Red-tailed Trcpicbird 1 SE 
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1256 - White-necked Petrel 1 E 


Wedgetsil ? 


1 E 


14^8 - Red-footed Booby- 
1506 - Masked Booby- 
1525 - Kermadee Petrel 


1 SW 


1 SE 


1 E (immature) 


1545 - White-necked Petrel 1 E 
1545 - Bonin Island Petrel 1 SE 
1744 - Red-tailed Tropiebird - 1 


1801 - 


H 


1 


SW off H 2 0 


1859 - Harcourt ’ s Storm Petrel 1 

1900 - Wedgetail - 2 w 

1901 - Dark Shearwater 1 W - "Medium to small dark shearwater — 
typical shearwater flight, several wick flaps and long glide, often 
with hi# scale - above horizon. Seemed smaller than Sooty Shearwater - 
light was bad - 300 yards off bow.” Warren King 

1907 - Wedgetail - 3 

Wedgetail ? - 1 thinner dark edges on wing. 

1912 - Storm Petrel sp. - 1 SE 




1925 - Bird watch secured. 
December 10 


Gooloer with strong northwest wind (to 25 k), deep swells (to 15 ft.) 



with several showers. Horizon usually covered. Due to near constant 
spray on flight deck, observed from signal bridge. Wind was so strong It 
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was very difficult to use binoculars except from behind superstructure 
and seaming to rear* 

0745 - observations began 
0700 • changed course to NW 

' V 

0800 - set plankton detail (dm to rough seas took water only). 

0852 - secured plankton detail and resumed course and speed. 

0910 - Wedgetail - 1 SE 

- small Pterdorraa - 1 SE . 


1040 - Bad-footed Booby 1 each 
1117 - White-necked Petrel * 1 
Wedgetail 1 

1349 - entered rain squall 


H 


H 


\ 


l4l4 - departed " 


1455 - entered 


t! 


departed " 


II 


ft 


ft 


'■K 

\ 


1648 shearwater/ petrel 

I 

* ‘Bed -footed Booby 

* 

> Wedgetail 1 

Wedgetail f 2 
- Secured bird watch 


11 


HE 


long wings 




-v 


m 


X 


\ 


m 


\ 


\ 


0 wmst* still high triads 'strong vatres • 

j 

evening. Scattered shower*. Visibility fair to good. 


• y . / 


./ 


\ 


'V 


? \ 


. v- ^ \ 



toward 


\ \ 
it f- \ 

A I ' 




I S' 


v-Vi S .Vi; ' * 


•V 


/ / 


/ 
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Charles A. Sly 
1963# December 11 


0711; - Observations began 


0728 - Wedge-tail 


1 He 


07*1-0 - changed course to 90 ° 

07^6 - Dark shearwater 1 S "Flew life© Sooty Shearwater— very 
fast flying easily twice as fast as most birds observed. 800 
yards off bow." Warren King 
0750 - Wedgetail 1 sw 
0800 - Set planktonTJeta il 
0810 - Wedgetail - 1 


0815 - Pterodroraa sp. 1 SW 


. 7 
/?■ 


0816 - Wedgetail 1 3 
0820 0 Wedgetail 1 HE 
0850 ~ Dark-rushed Petrel 1 


l 


0835 - Wedgetail - 1 SW Ibeu. 

f 


/ 


0844 ~ secure plankton detail 


/ 


/ 

093^7. White-necked Petrel 1 


SW 


009 - Wedgetail 1 SW 


\ 



2 SW 


1006 - Pfcerodroiaa 1 HE 



\ 


circling but not actually 



observed feeding 


White-necked Petrel 
\ Bed -footed Booby 


2 



Charles A. Ely 
December 11, 1963 

1034 - Wedgetail - 2 SW 

1329 - " IS 



1330 - change course to NW 

1352 - Bonin Petrel 1 NW 

14-05 - Wedgetail 1 HE 

1410 - Bonin Petrel 1 HW 

1428 - White-tailed Tropicbird - 1 NW 

1615 - Red-footed Booby 1 NW 

1639 - Resumed cours and speed. 


/ 


1700 - Wedgetail 2 HE 

1715 -- White-necked 1 Petrel 1 NW "100 yards off bow. Appeared 
^ as if under wing linings were all dark, very large almost appeared 


jaeger-like. Whitish head-stoud." DEB* 
1725 - Harcourt ' s Storm Petrel - 1 NW 
1748 - Red -footed Booby - 1 NE 

1800 - change course to SW 

. ; \ • 

1818 - Wedgetail 1 SE 

1845 - Red-footed Booby 1 SW 

1855 " 1 SH 


(tunidade petrel 1) 


\ ' 

\ 

\ 



X 
. \ 


1905 - secured bird watch. j 

V 

Sula sula - FN 044l, Collected by Bob Fleet from YAG 39 at 1615* Female^ 
— — 

if- % 

ovary 18 by 3 ram. Ova minute. Weight 1152 gst. Heavy fat. Data 
bye King and Ely. Skin by Ely. 

Soft part colors - Bill - dusky black at tip - rest of bill flesh. 

Colored with much dark (dusky) mottling. Bare area around eye purplish 
blue; gular area faint lavender; gape bluish white. Iris grayish yellow. 



Charles A. Ely 

December 11, 19 63 22 

Tarsus and toes pink above; toes flesh-colored below; webs bluish pink. 
Molt - None observed. 

December 12 

Almost completely overcast; lower seas (few vhitecaps) wind HE, 

13± k . , swells NE - 5 feet. Scattered swells* 

0700 - started watch 

075k - sufficient light for observations 

* > 

0802 - set plankton detail 
0850 - Re-dta i ledTr opieb ird -IE 
0840 - secure d plankton detail 
1015 - Small Pterodroma 1 SE 

1022 t Red-footed Booby 1 around ship 

/ 

1029 r ShearwaterTPetrel 1 NW 

1112 - Red -footed Booby 1 SE adult 

* 

/ 

1225 * White -necked Petrel - 1 NW 

. i f 

1330 - change course to 320° 

A 

15^5 - unidentified bird seen by watch officer. 

1615 -'Golden Plover - 1 NW 

- 

' 1625 - Wedgetail 1 HE 

1755 - Sooty Tern 1 S 

1830 - change course to NE 

l8k5 - Tropicbird on fairy tern - 1 SW 1000 yards to part. 

t * •- 

1900 j bird watch secured. 

f ! 

asg&gjg 

/ r / 

/ High winds directly into bow. lower seas with fewer whitecaps. 

/ ■ ■/ 

/Partly coudy with lower swells. Still much sea return. 
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"fe-* 


Charles A. Ely 
December 13* 19^3 

0713 - began observations 

0725 - vedgttall 1 HE 


0806 - 


tt 


HE 


paralleling ship 
Joined above bird 


JLTOU 


0902 - dark-mxEiped petrel 
0925 - Wedgetail 3 


¥ 


Pterodroma 


0930 - Wedgetail 
1010 - Wedgetail 


8 following ship 


HE 


1042 - Bonin Island Petrel 


1117 - Wedgetail 


10 + 


Bonin Is. Petrel 


/ Brown Booby 
1130 - change course to 
1140 - Wedgetail 1 


088 . 


E 


. \ 


\ 


1145 


t! 


A 


1145 - Red -footed Booby 

1204 - Wedgetail 1 

1205 - Red -footed Booby 


W 


1 HE 


l4o4 - Petrel/Shearvater 2 E 


\ 


1405 - Wedgetail 


1436 - 


ft 


1437 - large Pterodroma 
1452 - Wedgetail 1 

1503 - Masked Booby 
1518 - Wed ge tail 


1550 - 

ru° - 


it 


lA 


HW 


SE 


aw 


w 


arou 


l c 


j 


w 


E 


f 


\ 






V 


\ 


\\ 



V, 
' V 


, r 
\ \ 

\ \ 


i • 




\\ 


A V 


u 

3 l 
\ * 


(%:<d. Cv,u> Vc/et s-ki f 

CA.'vvi (~i d y'«\ a Ve Ji SU N', KC J f 




Charles A . El y 
Esec ember V£ f l$63 


2k 


Strong wind from ME - 15+ knots most of day. Mostly cloudy but warm, 
few vhltecaps. 

0645 - started observations. 

0720 - Red-footed Booby - 1 


0725 - 


If 


It 


0724 - Bobby sp. 

0725 - Red-footed Booby 


0 


MW 


mr 


m 


about 10 mi. H Johnston 


« 


0726 - 
0728 - 
0729 - 

0750 - 

0751 

0758 - 

0745 - 

0746 - 
0748 — 

0752 - 
0802 - 


tt 


It 


ft 


tf 


Tf 


IT 


ft 


ft 


IT 


It 


II 


tt 


1 

4 

1 

2 

4 


MW 

Ml*/ Probably morning disperse of 

1 i * 

* S 

MW Johnston Island birds to feeding 

MW areas. ? ? is this dispersal 

» . 

MW radial an did all Johnson Is. 


It 


If 


tf 


II 


tl 


II 


It 


II 


II 


If 


ft 


tl 


1 MW birds fly this direction??? 

> 

2 MW 
1 MW 

1 ® 

7 MW 

1 MW 
7 NW 
1 NW 


0806 - unidentified seabird 


1 MW 


0806 - Booby ? 

0807 - frigate 

‘ ■ H 8 - . * 

0810 - boobies ? 

/ ] 

08l5'- frigate l 

boobies (sp*) 

r>. , . • 

08l4 /• Bobby ( sp . ) 


4 MW 


1 

2 


MW 


/ 


/ 


7 


1 



Charle s A. Ely 
DeceEber~T^ 7 1963 


3 


25 


0951 - Red-footed Booby 


0959 - 




t* 


1110 - Bonin Petrel 
1114 - Red -footed Booby 
1351 - Wedgetail 1 


3 He 
2 HE 
S W 


followed ship for 15 to 20 rain. 


SW 


1553 - Bonin Island Petrel 
loOO - Red-tailed Tropicbird 


SW 


K 


S 


1645 - Masked Booby 1 HW 

i ' . ’ • ?r - ' •- . 

| .814 - White-necked (?) Petrel 1 
1819 - Masked Booby 1 HE 
1910 - secured bird watch. 

December 15 

Partly cloudy and warm with 15 k« Winds from HE moderate whitecaps 


sea fairly calm. 

0700 - started observations 

0735 - black-footed albatross - 1 followed ship to at least 1730 

0735 - Wedgetail 1 

0827 - * 1 SW 

1134 - shearwater/petrel 1 SE 

1210 - medium large, dark shearwater 1 

1252 - Bonin Island Petrel 1 SE 

1323 - Wedgetail 1 W 

1332 - Red-tailed Tropicbird 1 SE 

1435 - " ,1 SI 

1515 - Bonin Island Petrel 1 SW 

1615 - Whale - 1 SW - 1000 yards to port, swimming casually, 

blowed several times. 

J 

\ : . v - 





« 

* 

* 

Ciarles A. Ely 

26 

December 071965 

- 1620 - Wedge tail 1 (with albatross) I 

1845 - Wedgetail (?) - 8 

w. 

1850 - secured bird watch. 


December 16 


Cool with HE winds (about 15 k) moderate seas with few whltecaps 

partly candy. 


0720 - dark-romped petrel ? 

1 "100 yards off starboard bow or 

less. Somewhate smaller and more delicate than typical D. R. P. 

Flew very lightly with numerous wings beats slightly swift like . " WK 

0758 - White-necked Petrel 

1 s 

Shearwater-Petrel 

1 S 

0758 - Red-footed Booby 

1 

O64o - Pfcerodroraa sp. 

1 NW 

0747 - Red-tailed Tropicblrd 

IE 

0756 - Shearwater/Petrel 

6 mr 

0825 - Red -tailed Tropicblrd 

1 SE 

0852 - Shearwater/Petre 1 

J. V . , t: • • -J-., -JUT'*!- ■ ■ 

V.| - | Z'-Jj. y*. i 

6906 - White-necked Petrel 

1 SSE 

1 

0925^ Whale sp. IE 

1000 yards off port 

0955 - Red -tailed Tropicblrd 

1 

0951 - \7hite- necked Petrel 

1 W 

0959 - WHALE sp. 1 W 


0959 - Red-tailed Tropicbird 

1 

1007 - shearwater /petrel 

1 wsw 

1251 - Red-footed Booby 1 

EWE 

1415 - Sooty Tern 1 




! 


i 
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Charles A. Ely 
"i9o3, December 16 


* > 


b > 


1425 - Har court ' s Storm Petrel 


flock vJedgetail ; ? 

unidentified petrel 


1 

2,5 ; 

1 dark brown above; wings dark 
below with large (long) white 


pattern - not distinettcircle 


as in Kermadec . CAE. 

142/ - Hioenix Island Petrel ? IN brown not black under wings WK 

1450 - Phoenix Is lad Petrel 1 1 HE probably above bird. Looked very 

chueky. Dark brown above# white 
below; mottled brown and white 
under wings. Coa. 

1435 - Sooty Tern 1 Ne 

1452 - Harcourt’s Storm Petrel 1 Ne 

| I 1 ] ' * 

1457 - White-tailed Tropicbird 1 Ne 

■ " •• • 

i>40 - Sea bird sp. ? 9 2-3 miles off starboard - high above horiizon - 

frigates or terns - most likely the latter. 


1644 - Wedgetail 1 NSW 
1743 - Wedgetail - 1 

flock Fairy Tern 1 NW 

Sooty Tern 16 

1838 - secured bird watch. 
December 17 

Coll; moderate NE wind; low 


very long loose floel; not feeding. 


12 sootiee very high up* 


y 

4 

;! 

\ 


t 

\ 



sea; no white caps; partly cloudy. 


Occasional showers during night. 
0645 - watch started 
0730 - black- footed albatross 1 
0942 - white-tailed tropicbird 1 

1012 - black- footed albatross 1 




Charles A. Ely 
December 1?, 19 65 
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1027 - Black- footed albatross 


1044 - 
1048 — 
1055 - 


If 


ft 


ft 


tt 


:/ it . . 


tf 


« 

I '• 
<. 

tt 


ft 


1101 - 

/ ; / 

1109 - p amarine jaeger 


» 


t» 


mi - 


/ 


t! 


H 


1119 ^/White-tailed Tropicfbird 




/ , 


, / 7 

/ //' 

/ // 


Potnarlne jaeger 


ft 


t! 


/ 


*/ 


ft 


It 


/ 


joined other three off fantail 


;/ 
7 ' 



152/5 - frigate 

- new 2 jaegers and 2 albatross following ship 

f 

l400 * ponarine jaeger 1 

f \ - - ' ' ' 

1400 - Red-footed Booby 1 

/ .* 

/ • t ; 

1450 - 2 albatross still following ship. 


1 

* * 

1 joined others (new 8 off fantail). 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


now total of five 
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Red-tailed Tropicbird 
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White-teifed Tropicbird 
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Brown Booby 
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Great Frigafebird 
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Golden Plover 
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Wandering Tattler 









Sanderling 
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FIELD NOTES 



Ely. Charles A . 

PI . 

V ' : 

November 7 ~ Midway Islands, Eastern Island \ 

\ 

Went to EAstern on 0950 shuttle, returned on lk20 shuttle. Spent 
first 20-50 minutes with Dr. Fisher and assistant watching them record 

jfc * 

*' ? * 

Laysan data. Then spent reminder of time covering approximately 
two-thirds of the island. Coverage was concentrated along the beaches 
and the Scaevola thickets within several hundred feet of beach. Visited 
all parts of the island except the restricted area on the Southeast end. 

Black-footed Albatro ss— -gresent in good numbers and scattered through- 
out the entire island including the more open areas in the interior. 

Some were under scaevola or casuarina; even a few In the weedy areas. 

No eggs were seen but some birds especially cm the south end had 
scrapes, often with green Scaevola leaves inside. Many birds stood 
their ground when approached but responded with much bill clucking. 

t . 

Call notes included whistles and donkey-like brays. Some dancing was 
seen. Birds were more concentrated than the Laysana . One bird with 


green paint on forehead and base of bill was captured - 757-76915. 

Laysan Albatross - few seen, mostly scattered among Black- foots. 

4 . nf^*”*** 

Seemed to be more common in open areas yet some were seen under Scaevola 


and some in thick weedy areas. 


Dr. Fisher confirmed that birds are just 






beginning to com in - the rate Is increasing daily. 

No attempt was made to capture numbers of albatrosses since both 
Fisher* s group and Chan's group will be working the same area. I did 
make a superficial check of the old carcasses on the west beach probably 
washed up from the slau^iter of Inst year. Most of the birds were half 
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buried and with parts missing, yet I still saw four bands. Why couldn't 
Fish and Wildlife have taken the time to collect bands when killing the 
birds? Band numbers follow: 

757-47584 
667-44076 
667-19196 

% 

667-19194 

Wedge-tail e d Shear water - 
that Wedge-tails were finished 
nesting season) and that there 

Jr 

first five (-still with down on 
Seaevola near the north beach, 
was an adult (dead several days )_ on the concrete under the antenna field 
(no band). In a bunker under seaevola and between the antenna field 
and the East side of the island were five young of different ages - the 
largest apparently ready to leave, the smallest almost completely down 
covered. A half-fealher young was under plywood nearby and an older 
young under Seaevola on top of the bunker. Scattered about in the 

, y-*- r r 

same area under Seaevola and in good burrows were six others which I 
handled - all unhanded. There was considerable evidence, on the East 
and South parts of the island, of considerable burrowing? With the 
tunnels covered in. Whether this was done this year I don't know. 

Having found so many birds I discontinued looking but recorded several 
in the weedy area in the central part of the Island and several under 
Scaewola on the south part. Most of the these were found while handling 
young tropiebirds » I handled 17 young birds plus the dead adult. 


I made no attempt to determine species. 

Dr. Fisher told me very emphatically 
nesting and had all left (July - August 
weren't any on the Island. I found the 
head on head, nape and neck) under 
Did not see a burrow. Hie next bird 
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Rad-footed Booby - as with other species I did not attempt populat ion 

wimti i , H ai n a n . —wfc,..- . iSt n ** — * -* ** 



three were observed roosting in 


counts but many adults and s 


1 


Scaevola and Casuarina in the central and east parts of the island. They 
did -considerable soaring over the north (-windy) part of the island. 


- Three adults -were seen on the ground in the 



restricted area on the south part of the island. As I watched a sub- 
adult ? (brown head, white neck) joined them but was forced to remain 
some distance from the adults. 


Up to a dozen birds were seen scaring over the 



te& 


north end of the island 


Red -tailed Tropicblrd - Only a few adults were seen over the island 


at any one time. On unbonded adult was found alive, with a broken wing 




these were under Scaevoln on the north side of the islands 


635-21507 


A total of eleven birds were found along the north beach? nineteen \ 
along the east beach? four mar the buildings and eleven along the southwest 
beach. In one patch of Scaevola along the East beach four young were in 
an area of not over 100 square feet. The first four birds and an 
occasional later one were asleep? frequently birds would call my attention 
to them by calling. In all cases birds were very heligerent when 
handled and also very loud screamers . Although most birds were well 
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feathered, two (one near building; one along southwest and with adult) 
were small, covered with down and with only the shortest rudiments of 
remyis. Two unbanded young were found dead. Two adults were captured 
with their young (one unbanded; one 655-20019 with the very small young 
along southwest beach). In addition two unbanded adults were captured 
with no.-egg or young in evidence. The adult with young in southwest 

> 7 r - ' . 

area regurgitated the posterior ^ inches of a "herring type fish" about 

0 

2 inches thick at the pectoral area - no head ca* dorsal fin present. In 
all I handled fifty birds and didn't have any bands with me. I’m sure 
most of these birds will fledge within a month. 

Sooty Tern - One adult heard and seen over island shortly after 


arrival. Later Baw and heard two adults over antenna field. Found 
remaining of several - long dead and no bands. Captured an immature 
that had on injured left wing which had apparently healed. The bird 
was lively but couldn't fly. It was unbanded and thin but in good 


plumage. The white edges of the feathers were almost completely gone 
but there was ho evidence of molt to adult pattern. A second immature 
was observed in flight at very close range near the restricted area on 
the south port of the island. It was flying normally. White edges to 
some feathers could be clearly seen. 

Common Roddy - Saw a few birds overhead and along the beach at 
Intervals. Later saw twenty birds on sand bar at southwest part of 
island. Rear antenna field captured an immature in excellent plumage 
but with an injured wing. The bird was thin, active but could not fly. 
Parallel of the Sooty mentioned above. 



Ely, Charl es A 

1964 


5 


Fairy Tern - an occasional bird was seen over the island. I can't 
understand why they don't nest on the south end of the island where 
there are many casuarines . Perhaps the layer trees on Sand Island are 
just too favorable and absorb the entire population. 

Golden Plover - Common In all parts of the Island. I saw no 
flocks but sometimes several birds would be fairly close. On the runways 
and in the open grassy areas they were usually quite widely spaced and 
some agnostic behavior was noted. Very noisy, especially in flight . 

Noted even in the thick weedy area, under Scaevola and Casuarines. 

Ruddy Turnstones - usually in small flocks of three or four to about 
ten birds. Observed both along the beach where plovers were rarely 
seen and in the vegetated areas. Even flushed from thick Scaevola and 
Casuarins . Most of the singles in vegetation would jui^p up like 
woodcock, call and dart away. They should make excellent snap shooting. 

* l 

Most typically small flocks were seen among the plover and albatross 
in more open areas. All birds seen were flushed but none had painted 
rumps i ' : 

Wandering Tattler - I never saw more than one bird at a time but 

suspect that there were several on the island. Most often seen along 

/ : ~ 

the beach but several times flushed from the open areas inland from the 

/ : : J ' 

beach. 4 

i <i 

/ ' .-i 

- / A 

Shew Bunting - Flushed a bird from weeds at edge of beach to the 

j ' 

rj> , l. 

open beach itself where the bird remained for a minute or so. I had a 

j ' ] 

■” J 7 " " . 

very good look at close range aid there is no question of identity 

i p 

(browh. and white pattern, perched - white in wing and tail in flight ) . 

if 

1 M) U«S tha bird ahdad °T throe tJmes Alto v»ttldg north .Ions 


i9®r 


Charles A. 


the vest beach. As v© reached the north end the bird raised into the air 
and flew (or was carried) back along the beach to near the area where it 
was fir at seen. 

Yesterday afternoon and last night were very cloudy with heavy rain 
most of the night. Today was clear to partly cloudy, warn and with a 
strong north wind. Today’s trip to Eastern was just a get-acquainted 
survey. After returning from Eastern walk®! around part of Sand Island, 
watched white-capped noddies and other species and just piddled. Then 
ate and started notes . 
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